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WESTSIDE

Imay be the least like-
ly person on the plan-
et to be supportive of 

ICBC.
I typically have ICBC 

in my cross-hairs, tak-
ing aim at what I consid-
er the unfairness in the 
way it handles crash in-
jury claims, particularly 
when the claimant is un-
represented.

I have always been 
clear, though, that I have 
nothing against the men 
and women who are em-
ployed by ICBC, who are 
simply doing their jobs.  

They are paid to fol-
low corporate policies that 
are designed to maximize 
corporate pro� ts. That’s 
what corporations do, 
whether private, public or 
Crown corporations.

By minimizing what it 
pays injured victims of car 
crashes, it is maximizing 
pro� ts. As distasteful as 
I might � nd its methods, 
it’s the real world.

It has another way to 
maximize pro� ts, though, 
one that I am 100 per cent 
in favour of.

I’ve commented sev-
eral times that the best car 
crash claim is no claim at 

all.
Stop car crashes, or 

at least minimize them, 
and the claims are mini-
mized as well. The fewer 
the claims, the less dollars 
ICBC has to pay, and their 
pro� ts are maximized.

Obviously, at least to 
me, the corporation’s mo-
tivation is not to make our 
roads safer. Its motivation 
is to reduce claims. That’s 
� ne by me.

But whatever the mo-
tivation, if the result is less 
carnage on the roads, I’ll 
support it.

ICBC has recent-
ly been lambasted about 
spending $1.7 million on 
an advertising campaign 
designed to discourage 
19- to 25-year-old men 
from drinking and driv-
ing.  

The edgy advertis-
ing campaign had adver-

tisements showing young 
men caught by police in 
embarrassing situations, 
with a link drawn between 
that and being caught 
drinking and driving.

The intended result 
was an ambitious one— 
to change attitudes.

If successful, young 
men would start view-
ing drinking and driv-
ing as something to be as 
shunned as, in the case 
of one ad, being caught 
by your mother and po-
lice of� cers using a penis 
pump.

Young men are not 
afraid to die.

They are, however, 
afraid of being caught in 
embarrassing situations.  

Kudos to ICBC and 

its advertising team for 
coming up with a brilliant 
campaign.

But the campaign 
was killed in June, 2009, 
by then solicitor general, 
Kash Heed.

Reportedly, controver-
sial sexual themes were 
thought to overshadow 
and “make light of” the 
serious message of im-
paired driving.

ICBC commissioned 
the advertisements and 
began airing them.

Heed killed the cam-
paign.

ICBC’s director of 
road safety has said it was 
a decision “we all made,” 
referring to ICBC, the 
police services and the 
superintendent of motor 
vehicles.

Obviously, ICBC was 
required to agree, because 
otherwise it wouldn’t 
have started airing the 
campaign, an advertising 
campaign that would have 
put our society’s pathetic-
ally casual attitudes about 
drinking and driving front 
and centre, acting both to 
change attitudes as well 
as to bring the subject to 
the forefront through con-

troversy. But it was killed 
one year ago, just as it 
began to air.

A total of $1.7 million 
of our tax dollars was put 
into that campaign.

ICBC has been work-
ing on a replacement cam-
paign but it has yet to be 
unveiled.

In the meantime, how 
many British Columbians 
have been injured or killed 
by young men who have 
driven drunk – young men 
who might otherwise have 
been swayed by an edgy 
campaign.

I am on your side on 
this one, ICBC. Be edgy.
Be controversial. 

My only criticism is 
that you bowed to the pres-
sure from your campaign 
partners and the campaign 
you conceived and started 
to run was scrapped.

This column is intend-
ed to provide general in-
formation about injury 
claims. It is not a substi-
tute for retaining a lawyer 
to provide legal advice 
speci� cally pertaining to 
your case. Paul Hergott is 
a lawyer at Hergott Law 
in West Kelowna.

paul@hlaw.ca
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Now you can use the 
Internet to add your own 
events to the Capital 
News Calendar.  

Simply go to 

kelownacapnews.com,

look for the calendar, log 
on and click Add Event.

kelownacapnews.com

The District of West 
Kelowna will remove a 
large elm tree adjacent to 
the parking lot of the Gel-
latly Bay Aquatic Park on 
Tuesday.

The removal will take 
place because of safety 
concerns.

In response to the con-
cerns and frequent motor 
vehicle impacts, the dis-
trict has completed a de-
tailed hazard and wildlife 
assessment of this tree.

The assessment indi-
cated the tree is past its 
prime and in a state of de-
cline. 

Associated canopy die 
off has led to reports of 
limbs shedding and near 
misses to pedestrians and 
motor vehicles.

Situated between the 
roadway and parking lot, 
this tree has also suffered 
damage from vehicles 
colliding with it over the 
years.

The tree has no branch 
nesting sites, cavity nests 
or observations of preda-
tory bird roosting in it.

Large 
elm tree 
to go

▼ DISTRICT

cuisine of Thailand

104 - 3466 carrington rd. westbank
~ across from the Best Western ~

250.768.7500
No MSG - No Chemicals - Fully Licenseds - Fully Licensed

Open 7 days 
a week

Lunch 11:30-2:30
Dinner 4:30-9:30

Daily Lunch
Specials
$1195

No MSG - No Chemicalss

Made to Order!
Not all Thai food is spicy. We make 
each dish fresh and to your liking. 
Order your food as you want it: 

Spice level 1 to 5. 
(1 has no spice).
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Come & Enjoy Our 
Delicious Healthy Cuisine

Contests valid until 06/30/10. Draw date 07/12/10. Some conditions and restrictions 
may apply. *Draw is for one booster car seat and one child car seat. †Inspections on a 
first come, first serve basis while available.

Max your membership day!

Call 250-707-4800 for more information  
Visit Hub Centre, 3550 Carrington Road

Join BCAA Westbank for refreshments, prize draws and more. 
Take advantage of this free event dedicated to our BCAA customers.

Discover all the benefits of being a BCAA member.

JUNE 
12

Date: Saturday, June 12

Time: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Venue: BCAA Westbank 
 3550 Carrington Rd.

EVERYONE 
WELCOME!

Members and  
non-members  
welcome to this  
free BCAA event.

ENTER TO WIN:
• Norco Bushpilot bike

• Child car seat or booster seat*  
for Child Passenger Safety Month.

EVENT SPECIALS:
• A chance to win up to $20 in  

Husky and Mohawk gas gift cards  
with a home, travel medical or  
Advantage Auto insurance quote.

• Waived enrollment fee on a new BCAA membership or add a  
Basic Associate for half price. Plus, a chance at up to $20 in  
Husky and Mohawk gas gift cards.

• Free vehicle inspection & battery check† 10 am - 2 pm

• Free windshield chip repair from Boyd Autobody & Glass† 

Rose Valley
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Proudly offering:

Vaccinations, Examinations
Full Veterinary Medical & Surgical Service
On-Site Ultra Sound, Lab & X-rays
Dentistry
Professional On-site Grooming
Deluxe Cat only boarding facility

112 - 2476 WESTLAKE ROAD

250.769.9109
rosevalleyveterinaryhospital@gmail.com

Own A New Pet?
Come in for a


